342

"Information which has reached His Majesty's Government in the
United Kingdom and the French Government indicates that German
troops had crossed the Polish frontier and that attacks upon Polish
towns are proceeding.

"In these circumstances, it appears to the Governments of the
United Kingdom and France that, by their action, the German Govern-
ment have created conditions (viz., an aggressive act of force against
Poland threatening the independence of Poland) which call for the
implementation by the Governments of the United Kingdom and
France of the undertaking to Poland to come to her assistance.

"I am accordingly to inform Your Excellency that, unless the
German Government are prepared to give the French Government and
His Majesty's Government satisfactory assurances that the German
Government have suspended all aggressive action against Poland and
are prepared promptly to withdraw their forces from Polish territory,
the French Government and His Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom will without hesitation fulfil their obligations to Poland/'

And indeed, Gentlemen, it is not only the honour of our country:
it is also the protection of its vital interests that is at stake.

For a France which should allow this aggression to be carried out
would very soon find itself a scorned, an isolated, a discredited France,
without allies and without support, and, doubtless, would soon herself
be exposed to a formidable attack. (Applause.}

This is the question I lay before the French nation, and all nations.
At the very moment of the aggression against Poland, what value has
the guarantee, once more renewed, given for our eastern frontier, for
our Alsace (loud applause), for our Lorraine (lotid applause), after
the repudiation of the guarantees given in turn to Austria, Czecho-
slovakia, and Poland? More powerful through their conquests, gorged
with the plunder of Europe, the masters of inexhaustible natural
wealth, the aggressors would soon turn against France with all their
forces. (Fresh applause.)

Thus, our honour is but the pledge of our own security. It is
not that abstract and obsolete form of honour of which conquerors
speak to justify their deeds of violence: it is the dignity of a peaceful
people, which bears hatred towards no other people in the world (loud
and prolonged applause on all benches) and which never embarks
upon a war save only for the sake of its freedom and of its life.

Forfeiting our honour would purchase nothing more than a pre-
carious peace liable to rescission, and when, to-morrow, we should
have to fight after losing the respect of our allies and the other nations,
we should no longer be anything more than a wretched people doomed
to defeat and bondage. (Loud and unanimous applause.)

I feel confident that not a single Frenchman harbours such thoughts
to-day. But I well know, too, Gentlemen, that it is hard for those
who have devoted their whole lives to the cause of peace and who are
still prompted by a peaceful ideal to reply, by force if needed, to
deeds of violence. As head of the Government, I am not the man to
make an apology for war in these tragic hours. I fought before like
most of you. I can remember. I shall not utter a single one of those